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 Desert Storm Battle Registry

P.O. Box 77381

Washington, DC 20013

Tel: 540-477-2923

Fax: 540-477-2941 

To:  DHSD
Sep 19, 2002

1. Medical personnel of all specialties are in short supply for all services.  This is both a Homeland Security and Veterans support issue. What is status of training of VA personnel on radiation, chemical and biological protocols?

2. In a Thursday, September 19, 2002; Page A01 article, the Washington Post reports “The Bush administration has abandoned an international effort to strengthen the Biological Weapons Convention against germ warfare, advising its allies that the United States wants to delay further discussions until 2006.”  Have sufficient Force Health Protection measures, to include antidotes, been implemented to support our troops in the event of a conflict where chemical (I.E. VX nerve agent or mustard agent) and/or biological (I.E. anthrax or botulinum toxin) weapons are used?

3. Has the Veterans’ Appeals Control and Locator System (VACOLS) and subset Gulf War Veterans Information System (GWVIS), consolidation of existing VA, BVA, VHA, and VBA information systems into a single source of information about Gulf War veterans, including health and disability matters been completed?  

4. What Comprehensive Clinical Evaluation Program and VA Gulf War Health Examination Registry data fields were not incorporated into the new VACOLS relational database?

5. The 2000 Census reported that approximately 350,000 gulf war veterans were drawing a disability.  Is this data inline with the number of individual records in the Gulf War Veterans Information System (GWVIS) database?  

6. What is your position on the “planned destruction” of the original DoD's Comprehensive Clinical Evaluation Program and the VA's Gulf War Health Examination Registry data?

7. Why is the CCEP and PGR data not being sent to NARA for archive?  

8. When will the GWVIS database be accessible to researchers and what agency will control access to it?

9. The 2000 Census reported that approximately 350,000 gulf war veterans were drawing disability pay.  What is the breakdown of diagnoses and disability percentages?  
10. What is the current number of gulf war veterans receiving social security? 
11. What is the status of Project DoD-94, the study “Combined Analysis of the VA and DoD Gulf War Clinical Registries: A Study of Clinical Findings from Systematic Medical Examinations of 100,000 U.S. Gulf War Veterans”?  

12. Why are only 100,000 records being examined in project DoD-94, if the 2000 Census reports that approximately 350,000 gulf war veterans are drawing some form of disability? 

13. VA physicians are not currently using the VBA/VHA Clinical Practice Guidelines.  Has a training plan been formulated to correct this?

14. Are the Guidelines for Disability Examinations In Gulf War Veterans being utilized for mandated follow-up VBA C&P disability exams?

15. Is there a mechanism in place where a claim of increased disability is automatically entered into the system if a follow-up VBA C&P disability exam shows that the veteran has gotten worse?

16. Veterans are assigned to a Primary Care Manager Team based on their most significant diagnosis, however many gulf war vets have multiple comorbid diagnoses.  What mechanism is in place for the teams within the hospital and between hospitals to share information about treatment protocols that have been found to benefit veterans but have not been the results of a study?

17. Do the various services provide the same information on pre-discharge programs?  What are the common denominators between the services, to include type of information provided (I.E. education and VA benefits) and effectiveness of various NSO presentations?

18. Are Deployment Health Assessment Protocols being followed for pre and post deployment Afghanistan and Persian Gulf veterans?

19. At what level is the deployment surveillance database shared between the component services?

Sincerely

CDR David W Seipel

USN                 TDRL
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